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THE GOP’S “FEMALE” PROBLEM

As the Republican Con-
vention looms ever 
closer, and with San-
torum gaining steadily 
on Romney, some light 
must be shed on the 
stances of this candidate 
in relation to women’s 
rights. Those rights in 
particular, being a wom-
an’s right to contracep-
tion, as awarded by the 
landmark decisions of 
1965’s Griswold v. Con-
necticut (which per-
mitted contraception 
for married couples); 
and 1972’s Eisenstadt v.   

Baird (which extended 
Griswold to include 
unmarried couples.)

This week saw a 
shameful panel before 
a house committee, 
which titled its hear-  

In a defiant move, the Iranian government 
cut off all oil shipments to France and Britain 
ahead of the EU embargo set for July 1, 2012, 
which would have had the same effect on Iran’s 
sanctioned ridden economy.  The government 
in Tehran suggested that Greece, Portugal, 
Spain, Italy and the Netherlands would be next.

Iran intended to catch both Britain and France by 
surprise; making it difficult and costly for them to 
immediately find an alternate supply replacement.

The EU imposed strict sanctions on Iran last month 
which not only included a planned oil embargo 
but also a freeze on the country’s central-bank’s 
assets. The EU sanctions, along with other puni-
tive measures imposed by the U.S., are part of 

(see “Iran” page 9) 

ings, “Lines Crossed: 
Separation of Church 
and State.” This all-
ma le  committe e , 
which on top of con-
taining no females, 
also denied female

(see “Woman” page 2)

Saturday evening, February 18,  around 6pm, Jose 
Conde, 17, and a a teenage friend were jaywalking 
across Sahara, near Decatur Blvd when they were 
struck by a Honda Accord and Jose was killed.  The 
driver of the Accord, also a teenager, was not found 
to be at fault.  Speaking as a fellow Las Vegan, my 
heart goes out to the families of all three of these

(see “Pedestrians” page 9)

IRAN DECIDES TO CUT OFF BRITISH  AND FRENCH OIL SUPPLIES.

 Iran’s threat to block oil shipments to Britain and France has become a reality.

Another Pedestrian 
Tragedy for Las Vegas

Rhonda Leon 
The Guardian Express
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“Woman” from Page 1 

witnesses the oppor-
tunity to speak, has 
sparked a nationwide 
outrage. Their call for 
separation of church 
and state, when the 
GOP’s championing of 
prayer in school and 
legislation of Leviticus 
through Proposition 8 
are viewed alongside 
of it, are drenched in 
hypocrisy. The Repub-
lican group is calling for 
an overhaul of Obama’s 
healthcare requirement 
that employers’ insur-
ances provide cover-
age of contraception 
to their employees.

How does this relate 
to Santorum? In 2006 
a pre-Obama Rick 
Santorum supported 
birth control because 

“it doesn’t take a hu-
man life,” later stating, 

“from a governmental 
point of view I support 
title X, although I think 
it’s harmful to women 
and society to encour-
age sex out of marriage.” 
In 2012, he has openly 
stated that he is person-
ally against contracep-
tion. Which begs the 
question: In this politi-
cal climate, bereft of any 
semblance of a middle 
ground,  can any Repub-
lican align himself with 
any Democratic posi-
tion? The answer, sadly, 
would be, “no.” To fur-
ther illustrate this point, 
according to think-
progress.com, “mem-
bers of Congress who 
seek to limit the avail-
ability of affordable

birth control all en-
joy contraception in-
surance as part of the 
government managed 
Federal Employees 
Health Benefits (FEHB). 
Members first approved 
the so-called “contra-
ception equity” provi-
sion in 1998, through 
the FY 1999 Omnibus 
Supplemental Appro-
priations Act, H.R. 4328, 
PL 105-277, and have 
passed the measure 
ever since.” Even more 
interestingly, Republi-
cans among the house 
vote comprised 198 of 
the 391 votes in favor 
of the act’s passing and 
include: John Boehner 
(current GOP speaker 
of the house), Dan Bur-
ton (who is on the ac-
tual oversight commit-
tee behind these panels), 
and fellow oversight 
member John L. Mica. 
What can this glaring 
reversal speak to other 
than the GOP’s refusal 
to back any cause which 
Obama is for, or rather 
any cause with even one 
Democratic proponent. 

More recently, Foster 
Friess, chief financial 
Santorum backer, said 
to MSNBC’s Andrea 
Mitchell, “On this con-
traceptive thing, my 
Gosh it’s such [sic] inex-
pensive. You know, back 
in my days, they used 
Bayer aspirin for con-
traception. The gals put 
it between their knees, 
and it wasn’t that costly.” 
The implicit message be-
ing-- women should just 
keep their legs together. 
Though Santorum has

distanced himself from 
Friess, the damage is 
done. This Republican 
stance on contracep-
tion not only fails to 
take into account the 
fact that married cou-
ples use contraception, 
but also, that contracep-
tion is in many ways the 
only option for those 
suffering from Polycys-
tic Ovarian Syndrome. 

In 2012, must women 
revert to the religious 
right’s halcyon days of 
the 1930’s? The1930’s 
was the decade during 
which illegal abortions 
or complications from 
them were the cause 
of death for between 
5,000 to 10,000 women 
each year (accounting 
for 14 percent of mater-
nal mortality). Should 
we modern women 
prepare for the possi-
bility of a Republican 
candidacy by stocking 
up on poisons, coat 
hangers, knitting nee-
dles, crochet hooks and 
available stairwells? 

Should Catholic con-
servative Rick Santo-
rum clinch the nomina-
tion at the Republican 
Convention, what are 
his odds at beating 
Barrack Obama? Let’s 
look at the facts: Nine-
ty-eight percent of 
Catholic women aged

15-44 years have used 
some form of contra-
ception;  sixty-seven 
percent of women think 
employers should be 
required to offer birth 
control coverage; a 
CNN poll released this 
week showed Santo-
rum winning thirty-
seven percent of men 
and just twenty-nine 
percent of women in 
the national GOP race. 
These facts, compound-
ed by Santorum being 
against abortion in any 
instance (including 
rape), severely impede 
his chances at beating 
Obama in November. 

There is an overwhelm-
ingly misogynistic over-
tone to this GOP race 
that must be quashed 
if any candidate hopes 
to have a fighting 
chance against the in-
cumbent in November.

However, there is also 
some hope in all of 
this and it comes with 
knowledge that women 
are not unspoken for in 
Washington. The hope 
which comes in the ad-
vocacy of Rep. Caro-
lyn Maloney, delegate 
Eleanor Holmes (who 
along with Maloney 
walked out of the 
hearings), and Nancy 
Pelosi. In response to 
the all-male affront 
to women’s rights, the 
house minority leader, 
Nancy Pelosi, has estab-
lished a petition entitled 

“Where Are the Wom-
en?” which as of this 
morning is 95,168 sig-
natures strong.  It can be 
found at  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.dccc.
org/pages/wherare-
thewomen”
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Will Modern Science Cure Old Age?

www.guardianlv.com

From the moment 
the eyelids of science 
opened and contemplat-
ed our existence, abol-
ishing fatalism, in re-
gard to the inevitability 
of death, has remained 
on the horizon of sci-
entific accomplishment. 
The isolation of ageless-
ness in the context of 
a scientific pursuit has 
turned up shocking rev-
elations. In 2009 three 
scientists were awarded 
the Nobel Prize for dis-
tinguishing an enzyme 
known as telomerase, 
which allows cells to 
divide without limit; in 
principle, causing age-
lessness. Ironically, the 
presence of this enzyme 
is also the leading cause 
of cancerous charac-
teristics and mutations 
within our biological 
makeup.  In other words, 
altering our body’s rate 
of suicide provides a 
rigid and unforgiving 
side-effect.  Although 
the identification of 
such an enzyme does 
not unlock the secrets 
to scientific immortal-
ity, discoveries like the 
one awarded genuinely 
expand our understand-
ing of cancer, which in-
advertently may lead to 
the next breakthrough 
in curing a condition 
that kills over twenty-
thousand people a day.

Can modern sci-

ence cure a fatal condi-
tion known most com-
monly as old age? In 
what generation will 
the last person die of old 
age? The ethical impli-
cations blanket popular 
public opinion, and yet 
the thirst for answers 
continues to perpetuate 
individual and institu-
tional research in areas 
concerning an increase 
in the common human 
lifespan. Scientists ex-
plore the possibilities of 
nanotechnology replac-
ing nearly all predomi-
nant organs within next 
twenty years. Nanotech-
nology is speculated to 
be capable of producing 
a substance and tissue 
that has the potential 
to replace our blood, 
organs, entire limbs, 
and create a more ef-
ficient human being 
altogether. Sounds like 
sci-fi to even the most 
ambitious scientist to-
day, but the exponen-
tial rate at which our 
understanding of sci-
ence and technology
expands is raising even 
modest predictions 
of future possibilities. 
Expectations for many 
scientists currently ex-
ploring the possibili-
ties of our future have 
risen to accommodate 
evolving discoveries 
that expand our per-
spective and under-
standing of aging. Au- 

brey de Grey the crea-
tor of the Methuselah 
Foundation and the 
Chief Science Officer of 
the SENS Foundation is 
an incredible proponent 
of spreading and utiliz-
ing research pertaining 
to the expansion of the 
human life span; even 
venturing to tackle ethi-
cal questions, De Grey 
asserts that the majority 
of the science needed 
to stop or even reverse 
aging is already avail-
able and that in many 
ways a lack of funding is 
the largest opponent to 
anti-aging progression. 
Aubrey humbly states 
that his intentions are 
to eliminate the correla-
tion between how old 
a person is and how 
likely that person is to 
die. Ethical obstacles 
are summed up as tur-
bulence that holds no 
consistency in relation 
to the benefits of an age-
less existence. Aubrey 
illustrates an ethical 
foundation that claims 
that it is absurd to deny 
the exploration of thera-
peutic discoveries that 
could preserve millions 
of lives for hundreds of 
years. Research in this 
field defines aging as a 
combination metabo-
lism, a complex bodily 
process that keeps us 
alive, and pathology, a 
complex network con-
sisting of the process 
our bodies explore 
while contumely dy-
ing. In essence, aging is.

simply an inconvenient 
side-effect of being alive 
Scientists like Aubrey 
intend to deal with ag-
ing in two fundamental 
ways. The first approach 
is to stop aging from oc-
curring, and the second 
approach is to cure the 
affects of aging on our 
bodies. Aubrey’s predic-
tion is that many people 
alive today will live to 
be over one thousand 
years of age. This predic-
tion provokes criticism, 
but after considering 
Aubrey’s quite simple 
justifications Aubrey’s 
prediction begins to 
seem more sensible to 
even the most cynical 
audience. Firstly, De 
Grey maintains a prem-
ise that the first anti-
aging therapies, which 
are already within sci-
entific reach, will eas-
ily extend the potential 
average lifespan of a 
person receiving them 
by thirty years. If the re-
cipient is middle aged or 
younger he or she will, 
by De Grey’s predic-
tion live long enough 
to receive refinements 
of said therapies that 
will extend the lifespan 
of the individual an ad-
ditional twenty to fifty 
years. Progression of 
science and technol-
ogy happens in two 
ways; the first and most 
recognizable advance-
ments are large break-
through’s characterized 
as advancements con-
sidered impossible to 
the inventor of previous 
breakthrough. The sec-
ond is breakthroughs. 
The example Aubrey

through refinements of 
said breakthroughs that 
eventually lead to new 
uses is mankind’s ad-
vancements in powered 
flight. His predictions 
incorporate careful con-
sideration of the pro-
gression of technology 
by cross analyzing large 
breakthroughs in medi-
cal, technological, and 
mechanical capabilities. 
Aubrey identifies large 
breakthroughs as hard 
to place on a time line 
but also maintains that 
a large breakthrough 
every thirty to fifty 
years, after initial dis-
covery of a technology, 
is not unreasonable. By 
this standard the re-
cipients of the first anti-
aging therapies should, 
in theory, live long 
enough to be treated 
by the next consider-
ably exponential break-
throughs and so on.
Critics theorize that sci-
entists like Aubrey De 
Grey are merely philos-
ophers, and that a lack 
of evidence limits their 
predictions to just that, 
only predictions. Au-
brey combats pessimists 
with a sturdy thesis con-
sisting of seven fronts 
at which science can 
successfully confront 
aging. Our very basic 
understanding of me-
tabolism and pathology 
is  sufficiently capable 
of producing a consid-
erable breakthrough 
of therapy treatments 
which should reward 
at the very least, de 
Grey’s anticipated 
thirty additional years 
to the average lifes-

pan. Rejuvenation
and “looking younger” 
will soon reach outside 
the realm of popular 
aesthetics and cosme-
tology and into a new 
uncharted scientific 
and ethical landscape 
of possibility and per-
haps revolution. Even 
in a post-modern soci-
ety agelessness seems 
radically juxtaposed, 
but so did mapping 
the human genome, 
putting a man on the 
moon, Einstein’s theory 
of relativity, and other 
momentous historical 
discoveries. What will 
monumental discover-
ies of the future be and 
what breakthroughs lie 
ahead for mankind? 
Will we be around to 
take part in some of 
them, or will some of 
us be around to take 
part in ALL of them?

C i t at i on  Au bre y 
D e  Gre y ’s  T E D 
t a l k  2 0 0 6 . 2 0 0 9

http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Aubrey_de_Grey

http://www.sens.org/
users/aubrey-de-grey
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So you don’t like an-
swering to someone 
else. If this is your situ-
ation you may want to 
reconsider going into 
business for yourself. I 
have found as a business 
owner that I always have 
many more bosses than 
my friends that work for 
someone else. Some of 
my bosses are my manu-
factures, service provid-
ers, banks with my lines 
of credit; my landlord 
for the office or offices 
and warehouse space, 
the state revenue board, 
the Internal Revenue 
Service, employee ben-
efits companies, EEOC, 

phones, not a desk-
top computer, for web 
search. Within 2 years, 
more people will be 
doing mobile search 
than from the desktop!  
Today, it is not uncom-
mon to find someone 
who is searching the 
web for better selec-
tion and pricing while 
shopping at another 
store. You need to make

your website “mobile 
friendly” so pages will 
display correctly on the 
relatively small screens 
found on mobile devices.  
Your website developer 
should have already in-
cluded this feature.  If 
not, then optimizing 
your website for mo-
bile devices is not a dif-
ficult or expensive fix

Springtime is just 
around the corner. 
While you’re doing your 
spring cleaning, it is also 
time to do some spring 
cleaning on one of the 
most valuable market-
ing tools you have: your 
business website. Most 
business owners realize 
that having a presence 
on the world wide web 
is important, yet web-
site maintenance is one 
of the most neglected 
of their marketing tools.

Search engines use spe-
cial formulas called al-
gorithms to determine 
how high your website 
ranks. These algorithms 
are updated frequently, 
and unless you’re up to 
speed on what changes 
are being made, your 
rank in search results 
will suffer. So will your 
business!  Google, by far 
the largest search engine, 
uses an algorithm with 
more than 200 different 
criteria for ranking your 
website. Covering all 
aspects of how to help 
your website achieve 
better search results 
goes well beyond the 
scope of this article, but 
there are five key areas 
where you need to be 
paying close attention.

•Content is King.  No 
matter what product 
or service you’re offer-
ing, the text you use 
on your website is a 
primary factor in how 

well your website per-
forms. Is your content 
forms. Is your content 
informative? Does it 
hold the reader’s atten-
tion? How readable is 
each webpage?  If you 
aren’t providing poten-
tial customers with good 
quality content, they’ll 
quickly leave your site 
and look elsewhere. 

Ideally, each page on 
your website should 
contain between 300-
500 words. Your mes-
sage should be based on 
what keywords you’re 
using for that web page. 
For example, if you sell 
widgets and you have a 
page about blue widgets, 
then your content needs 
to provide information 
all about blue widgets:  
what they are, why blue 
are a better value than 
red or green, why people 
prefer blue widgets, and 
other information that 
engages the customer.

Bear in mind that the 
content on your pages 
isn’t there for you. It’s 
there for the benefit of 
prospective customers.  
Have friends or associ-
ates read through the 
text of your web pages 
as if they were a cus-
tomer.  Was the page 
nicely designed? Did 
the page load quickly? 
How interesting and 
readable was the con-
tent? Would they rec-
ommend your site to 
a friend?  The longer 
you keep a customer at.
  
 

your website, the bet-
ter chance you have of 
earning their business.

•Links. Links. Links.  
Links are an indica-
tion to search engines 
as to the overall qual-
ity of your website. If 
you have a lot of links 
to other websites in 
your particular busi-
ness, search engines 
consider your site to be 
high quality. Otherwise, 
why would you have so 
many links?  As a gen-
eral rule, the more links 
you have, the better off 
your ranking. But not all 
links are created equal. 

Search engines keep 
track of the relative 
value of other websites. 
If your links have a low 
value, then it is of little 
benefit to have them. 
IF you have too many 
low-value links to your 
site, you can actually be 
pushed down in rank-
ings. Look for high 
quality websites, those 
with a PR of 5 or more 
(on a scale of 1-10) and 
get as many of those 
quality links as you can. 
There are many software 
programs and services 
which specialize in link 
building for your web-
site, but beware of ads 
touting “25,000 links 
per month” or “unlim-
ited links”.  It probably 
is a waste of time and 
money. Garbage is still 
garbage, no matter how 
much of it you have. 
Quality is what counts.

•Social Media.  You’ve 
heard of it: Facebook, 
Twitter, LinkedIn, MyS-
pace and a whole for-
est of other social me-
dia sites have exploded 
in recent years. If you 
missed it or thought it 
was “just for teenag-
ers”, you’d better give 
it another look.  Face-
book alone has over 
800 million members 
and grows larger every 
single day. That’s a lot 
of prospective custom-
ers, most of whom will 
search social media sites 
just like they search 
Google, Yahoo and Bing.

You can successfully 
market your business 
on these sites, but the 
techniques are different 
than what you might 
use for major search 
engines. Keep in mind 
that social media sites 
are person-to-person 
connections. It is your 
opportunity to create a 
good impression with 
prospective customers 
before they call you or 
visit your website. It 
is the new version of 
word-of-mouth adver-
tising, where someone 
who likes your service 
will not just tell one 
or two friends. They’ll 
tell the whole world by 
posting it on Facebook 
and their personal blog.

•Mobile Search. The 
world is in love with 
smart phones and that 
has become a very im-
portant platform for 
web search. It’s estimat-
ed that 40% of Ameri-
cans use their smart   

state labor boards, utility 
companies, phone com-
pany, copier lease com-
pany, my family, and the 
list goes on. Someone 
very wise stated that 
“Freedom is something 
you obtain in the grave”. 

Usually what is meant 
by Freedom is that 
you do not want a di-
rect supervisor telling 
what to do and when 
to do it. This might be 
a wonderful thing but 
I have not experienced 
this in over 30 years of 
being a business owner. 
I have found as a busi-
ness owner that every-
one wants to be my boss

(see “business”page 12)

www.guardianlv.com

Give Your Website A Tune up!
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American Jews were Free to Choose

Deborah Dash Moore, citing Oscar Hand-
lin, suggests a similarity between immigration 
from country to country and internal migra-
tion (moves within a country). This article de-
scribes how Jewish internal migration within 
the U.S. after World War II was similar to earlier 
Jewish experiences of migration from Europe.

Immigration to America by large numbers of Jews 
was primarily the result of the poor and oppressed 
conditions they were forced to endure in Europe. 
Freedom was their principle objective then, and 
the expansion of freedom seemed to be at the very 
heart of the internal migration by Jews to Sunbelt 
cities after World War II. Thus, Jews who emigrated 
from Europe did so in order to escape a retched 
existence, especially Jews that immigrated from 
Jebenhausen a city in central Europe that was 
notoriously poor and overcrowded. These Jews 
were essentially searching for a better life, though 
at one time, the city of Jebenhausen had provided 
that opportunity. However, it became overcrowded 
and consequently jobs began to dissipate. As a re-
sult, Jews that had once lived in Jebenhausen, and 
for that matter, in many of the cities throughout 
Europe, began a continuous exodus to America 
that would not decelerate until long after World 
War II. What at first began slowly by chain migra-
tion, soon erupted into a full-blown exit based 
upon the promised freedoms apparent in the New 
World. All in all, European Jews were motivated 
by social, economic and political considerations 
in their decision to immigrate to America.[1]

Consistent with the European paradigm are 
the factors that led American Jews to up

root themselves from cities such as New York and 
Chicago, simply to resettle themselves in cities 
like Los Angeles or Miami. Though Jews were not 
being oppressed in these eastern and mid-eastern 
cities, they were, however, overcrowded and fading 
in the area of occupational prospects. In addition, 
World War II brought Jewish army recruits who 
had never before ventured any significant distance 
from their respective communities, into areas that 
were rich in opportunities and social privilege. 
Moreover, even Jews who were not members of 
the United States armed forces were motivated 
to migrate on the basis of the economic promise 
that cities such as Los Angeles and Miami were 
offering. Deborah Dash Moore’s essay “Jewish 
Migration in Postwar America” points out that 
Jews passing through Los Angeles “were amazed 
by the…prosperous and easy way of life that they 
saw.” Sorin concludes in his introduction to the 
Moore essay that “newcomers [urged] their friends 
to come and join them” in their new environment. 
Thus, chain migration was just as consequential 
in America’s internal migration of Jews as it was 
to the European Jewish immigrant. These Jews 
also imported many of the Jewish institutions, a 
similarity to the European Jew that was not men-
tioned in the previous paragraph. Perhaps one of 
the most significant similarities to the European 
Jew was the fact that in Los Angeles “Most Jew-
ish newcomers were…seeking work.” Further-
more, comparable to the political oppression that 
seemed to provoke Jews to take leave of Europe, 

“The mass migration of elderly Jews to Miami 
Beach, which accelerated in the 1960s, received 
an impetus from the steady decay of the inner 
cities, accompanied by the rising rate of crime.”[2]

Ultimately, a careful look at the dynamics in-

volved in the Jewish exodus, either in their
immigration to America or their internal migra-
tion to the peripheral cities within the United 
States, one very important factor seems to have 
emerged. There appears to be a continuum that 
links one experience to the other. The fact that 
freedom was a high priority for most of the first 
Jews that settled in America seems to be at the 
heart of Jewish expectations. It appears that their 
internal migration was a necessary component 
in the fulfillment of their goals. Moore puts it 
best when she writes “In the new urban milieu, 
Jewish self-perceptions gradually changed.  Jews 
are now free to be Jewish in a new way as an act 
of personal choice rather than imposition.”[3]  
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The Guardian Express 
is proud to present 
a new feature: “The 
WISE Awards.” Every
week, Las Vegas school 
children will be given 
the opportunity to 
participate in Writing 
intelligent scholarly ex-
positions; registration 
for this competition 
will allow students to 
submit an original, in-
formative, nonfictional 
exposition based on 
one of twenty prede-
termined topic-situa-
tions. Students will be 
grouped into one of two 
categories: Prodigy 
or Phoenix, depend-
ing on what grade 
their in Every week, 
The Guardian Express

feature articles written 
by two student win-
ners Children attend-
ing a Las Vegas elemen-
tary or middle school 

– grades 5 through 8 
– will be gathered into 
our “Prodigy” group,
while  children  at-
tending  a Las Vegas 
high school – grades 
9 through 12 – will 
be categorized as our 

“Pho e n i x”  g roup.

Each week one child 
from each category will 
be selected by a panel 
of teachers, professors 
and college students, 
and their award win-
ning expositions will be 
featured in The Guard-
ian Express weekly 
print and Internet edi-
tions of the newspaper.

Las Vegas private 
schools will also be 
included in the WISE 
Awards;  however, 
since there are fewer 
private schools than 
public schools in Clark 
County, the winning 
submissions from 
those schools will be 
featured once a month. 
Some of the avail-
able topic-situations for
students to choose 
from will be:

1. Describe the debate 
over the Second Amend-
ment—The right to keep 
and bear arms.(Prodigy)

2. Explain three rea-
sons why the study of
art should be tak-
en seriously. (Prodigy)

3. Give your best ad-
vice to a friend who
has asked you for help 
in selecting a math
course that would be 
most helpful in his eve-
ryday life. Think about 
the times you have
actually used what you 
learned in a particular 
math course in school 
and decide which
one had the most prac-

tical value. Explain to
your friend how such a 
particular math course
would be of practical as-
sistance to him.(Phoenix)
The WISE Awards 
competition will run
for 20 weeks of a school’s 
semester. At the end of 
the twentieth week, all 
winners will be given an 
invitation and oppor-
tunity to participate in 
the WISE Awards’ se-
mester’s end “Challenge 
Finals” (the WCF). The 
Challenge Finals will 
constitute a reevalu-
ation of all winning 
entries. Additionally, 
The Guardian Express 
subscribers, family 
members,  advertisers, 
and high school and 
middle school students 
will begiven the oppor-

tunity to vote on their 
favorite weekly stu-
dent submission. The 
Guardian Express staff 
will tally the votes and
award five winners with 
college scholarships, 
laptop computers and 
gift certificates provided 
by contest sponsors and 
advertisers. The criteria 
for selecting these five 
winners will be based 
on the number of votes 
they receive, their indi-
vidual academic per-
formance during the 
semester, a reevaluation 
of the submission they 
made that won them 
a featured spot in The 
Guardian Express, and 
their conduct during 
the Challenge Finals.
One first-place winner 
will be given a three 

month stipend to pro-
vide researched arti-
cles for The Guard-
ian Express during 
the summer of his or 
her winning year. One 
participating business
and the school at 
which the first-place 
winner was enrolled 
will be featured in the.
The Guardian Express 
In addition, a percent-
age of the proceeds 
generated at the WCF 
banquet will be do-
nated to the winning 
school to enhance its 
academic programs.

Send your contest 
questions to 

chandler@guardi-
anlv.com;  or you can 

text message us at 
702.625.2303

We welcome all indi-
viduals and groups 
interested in joining 
with The Guardian 
Express in helping us 
launch this important 
and mind-stretching 
program for our youth
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Green Building Makes Homes More Affordable
Faced with increasing demand for low-income 
housing, public housing authorities are finding 
that investing in green building solutions can make 
their homes more affordable and more livable.

Seattle Housing Authority, one of the nation’s 
largest public housing agencies, has found a 
way to cut fuel consumption by 37 percent at a 
120-acre redevelopment in West Seattle. Named 
High Point, the new pedestrian-friendly com-
munity features a mix of 1,700 low-income and 
market-rate properties, plus ample park space, 
a seniors’ village, a neighborhood center, a new 
medical and dental clinic and a public library.

Tom Phillips, Seattle Housing Authority’s sen-
ior development manager, says High Point has 
set a new standard in sustainable green build-
ing for housing authorities. “Our design team 
includes firms that are among the region’s lead-
ers in sustainable development, and who share 
Seattle Housing’s passion for building a greener, 
more affordable and more livable community.”

The community features an innovative natural 
drainage system and a host of energy-efficient 
and water conservation solutions, such as a 
Baxi Luna combination heating and domes-
tic hot water wall-hung boiler in rental homes.

“Baxi Luna is an elegant, all-in-one, backpack-sized 
boiler with tankless hot water capabilities,” says 
Matt Sullivan, the project manager of Mithum, a 
leader in reduced energy use. “It generates fuel-use 

savings while helping us to make the most of space 
limitations. It allows us to fit a stackable washer 
and dryer in the same closet as the combination 
central heating and domestic hot water boiler.”

An independent study showed that High Point 
homes with Baxi units recorded total fuel sav-
ings of 37 percent. The report also noted that the 
inclusion of conservation technology, including 
the Baxi hydronic heating system, makes hous-
ing even more affordable as utility rates increase 
and public utilities and government agencies 
add new financial incentives for conservation.

Seattle Housing Authority also installed its first 
Baxi solar water heating system at High Point 
this spring and expects it will generate addi-
tional fuel and cost savings. The renewable en-
ergy system is backed up by the Baxi Luna 3 
Comfort combination heating and domestic 
hot water boiler, which is capable of accepting 
pre-heated water from the solar storage tank.

Looking to buy or sell 
a house? If you’re like 
90% of North Ameri-
cans that will mean 
you will be working 
with a real estate agent. 
In real estate there are 
buyers and sellers; both 
commonly have agents 
working for them (sin-
gle agency). Part of any 
agent’s responsibility 
to their clients, called 
their fiduciary respon-
sibility, is to try to get 
the best deal possible

for that client. In other 
words, the seller’s agent 
tries to get the highest 
price possible for the 
property, while the buy-
er’s agent wants to nego-
tiate the lowest possible 
sale price for the house.
However with dual 
agency a single agent 
acts for both the buyer 
and the seller in a trans-
action. Because of the 
obvious conflict of inter-
est (an agent just cannot 
get the highest price for 

the seller and the lowest 
price for the buyer at the 
same time), a number of 
states don’t allow dual 
agency. In others, dual 
agency is an accept-
ed business practice.

Dual agency is confusing

Dual agency can be 
confusing and it’s im-
portant to understand 
that dual agency doesn’t 
refer to the actual real 
estate agent, but to 
the real estate bro-
ker or brokerage itself

For example, if Betty 
Backdoor who is an 
agent of ABC broker-
age shows you a home 
listed by ABC Broker-
age through their agent 
Freddie Frontdoor the 
brokerage is in a posi-
tion of dual agency even 
though there are two 
different agents work-
ing on the deal. By law, 
when this situation oc-
curs a dual agent has 
the responsibility to 
disclose the dual agency 
relationship to you and 
all interested parties.

Is Dual Agency for You?
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As a bankruptcy attor-
ney in Las Vegas, people 
often turn to me to ask 
for help to survive when 
they have little or no 
income. Unfortunately, 
bankruptcy is not a 
solution for someone 
whose financial prob-
lems are a result of hav-
ing an income so low 
that they are not able to 
pay their living expens-
es. Unlike what you may 
have heard, bankruptcy 
cannot solve every fi-
nancial problem. If your 
income isn’t sufficient 
to pay your living ex-
penses, this may be the 
first time you have had 
to face this predicament 
and so you could lack 
the skills and experi-
ence to survive on a lot 
less money. So I wanted 
to offer some tips to sur-
viving on a low income 
until things get better:

1. First Things First. Pay 
the essentials first. You 
must have power and 
water.  If you drive, you 
must have car insurance 
or you could go to jail. 
You don’t have to pay 
credit cards or other 
debts to survive. All 
creditors can do to col-
lect is to sue you, and 
even when they get a 
court judgment, credi-
tors can’t touch your un-
employment insurance, 
social security benefits 
or retirement account.

2. A large tax refund is

money you could use 
now! If you receive a 
large tax refund each 
year, and use this money 
to catch up on bills, you 
may be better off receiv-
ing the money in your 
paycheck to pay your 
living expenses. Change 
your tax withholding 
so that less is taken 
out for taxes and more 
money will go to you. 
If you usually receive a 
refund of $3,000, you 
can take an additional 
$115 per paycheck (as-
suming you are paid 
every other week) from 
taxes and use it to live. 
If you usually receive a 
refund of $5,000, you 
could take home an ex-
tra $190.00 every other 
week. While it is nice 
to receive a large re-
fund check once a year, 
it is probably nicer to 
be able to keep your 
power turned on and 
not have to pay late fees

3. Reduce your cell 
phone expenses. Many 
people pay $100 per 
month or more for their 
cell phones. Are your 
conversations emergen-
cies or just for conveni-
ence? Could you replace 
your current cell phone 
with a pre-paid phone 
and limit your usage? 
It could save you $80/
month or more. If you 
have high speed inter-
net consider getting a 
Magic Jack phone, avail-
able at the drug store. 
The Magic Jack costs 

less than $5/month and 
includes unlimited and 
free long distance in the 
US and Canada. You do 
prepay a year in advance 
for a Magic Jack, but at 
$60 a year, it is a lot less 
than paying for your 
cell phone each month..

4. Give up “Junk Food.” 
Fast food and junk food 
are amazingly expensive. 
If you reduce or elimi-
nate purchasing fast 
food and items such as 
sodas, chips, and single 
serving items, you will 
have more money avail-
able to pay bills. Learn 
to cook some simple 
dishes, and teach your 
children how to cook.

5. Reduce meat in your 
diet. For most of his-
tory, meat was only a 
seasoning. The only 
time regular people ate 
it in any quantity was 
during a holiday or at 
a special feast. If you 
can eat more legumes, 
such as split peas and 
beans, and use meat to 
flavor these dishes, you 
will spend less money 
at the grocery store 
and reduce dangerous 
cholesterol in your diet.

6. Lower your utility 
bills. You could pain-
lessly save $40 - $100 
each month by turning 
off your heating and 
cooling system when 
you leave your home. 
You could also save 
$20 - $60 each month by 
turning down the tem-
perature on your hot 
water heater. Your water 
doesn’t have to be cold, 
but it doesn’t need to 
be scalding hot either!

7. Limit your cable. See 
if reducing or eliminat-
ing your television pro-
graming could provide 
you with more money 
to pay bills without seri-
ously affecting your life.

8. Auto insurance too 
expensive? If you spend 
some time on the phone 
talking to different in-
surance companies, you 
may be pleasantly sur-
prised at how much you 
can save. If your car is 
paid for, you may want 
to consider dropping 
coverage for collision 
protection. Ask how 
much you can save 
by going with a high-
er deductible as well.

to buy things that you 
don’t really need just 
because they are cheap.

10. Stop using credit. 
Credit isn’t free money 
and using credit when 
you know you can’t re-
pay it can be considered 
a crime. You are just 
stealing using a pen in-
stead of a gun, and since 
you are not a criminal, 
don’t let a financial 
hardship turn you into 
something you are not!

If you can’t pay your 
bills even after follow-
ing these suggestions 
and are overwhelmed 
by debt of more than 
$20,000, bankruptcy 
could help you by elimi-
nating these debts. Call 
my Las Vegas office 
for more information.

Tips to Surviving on a Low Income
By Dorothy Bunce

The Guardian Express

9. Spending too much 
for cleaning supplies, 
clothing, or other items? 
Many people find that 
they can save up to half 
if they buy their laun-
dry detergent, cleaning 
supplies, clothing, pet 
food, and other items 
at discount or close 
out stores. If you know 
what the retail price is, 
you can see whether a 
discount store can save 
you money that will give 
you more money to use 
to pay your bills. But 
resist the temptation.
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Help Wanted
• Writers
• Telemarketers
• Sales Reps
• Drivers

702.625.2303
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“Iran” f rom Page 1

Western efforts to de-
rail Iran’s disputed nu-
clear program, which 
the West fears is aimed 
at developing atomic 
weapons. Iran de-
nies the charges and 
says its program is 
for peaceful purposes.

Oil Ministry, Ali Reza 
Nikzad-Rahbar, said 
that Iran would have 
no problem replacing 
France and Britain’s oil 
purchases with new 
customers while also 
insisting that a cut 
in exports to Europe 
would not hurt Tehran. 
Before this move, the 
EU had been purchas-
ing about 20% of Iran’s 
exports, which account-
ed for the majority of 
government revenue..

According to Reuters 
estimates, Tupras of 
Turkey was the biggest 
European customer 
for Iranian oil in 2011, 
taking about 200,000 
b/d, followed by Total 
(100,000 b/d), Shell

(100,000 b/d), Hel-
lenic of Greece (80,000 
b/d) and Cepsa of 
Spain (70,000 b/d)
The real danger was 
hinted by Iran in a 
threat made by the 
Iranian Vice President, 
Mohammad Reza Ra-
himi saying: “If they 
impose sanctions on 
Iran’s oil exports then 
even one drop of oil 
cannot flow from the 
Strait of Hormuz.” 

Now it’s not that easy for 
Iran to carry off such a 
threat especially since 
the 100,000 tonne US 
aircraft carrier, USS 
Abraham Lincoln, has 
entered the Persian 
Gulf. Nevertheless, 
Tehran seems defiant

enough to perhaps pro-
voke a small incident 
which could have a dev-
astating effect on world 
markets by causing 
oil prices to climb up.

An alternate outcome 
could however, come 
out of all this since it 
appears that Iran has 
restarted negotiations 
with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. 
The West has expressed 
some optimism over 
the prospect of new 
talks with Tehran, par-
ticularly after it sent 
a letter to EU foreign 
policy chief Catherine 
Ashton last week, prom-
ising to bring “new 
initiatives” to the table.

ing with the horn of the
vehicle if appropri-
ate and when neces-
sary to avoid such 
a  col l i s ion;  and

3. Exercise proper cau-
tion upon observing a 
pedestrian on or near a 
highway, street or road 
or in or near a school 
crossing zone …. or 
unmarked crosswalk.

Also, under Nevada 
Statute 484B.283 (3): 

“Whenever a vehicle is 
stopped at a marked 
crosswalk or at an un-
marked crosswalk at an 
intersection, the driver 
of any other vehicle 
approaching from the 
rear shall not overtake 
and pass the stopped 
vehicle until the driver 
has determined that 
the vehicle being over-
taken was not stopped 
for the purpose of per-
mitting a pedestrian 
to cross the highway.”

Now,  r u l e s  f o r 
p e d e s t r i a n s :

The legal definition of 
jaywalking in Las Ve-
gas, states that, “Be-
tween adjacent intersec-
tions at which official 
traffic-control devices 
are in operation pedes-
trians shall not cross 
at any place except in 
a marked crosswalk.” 
(NRS 484B.287)  In 
other words, it is against 
the law to cross a street 
in the middle of it.

In Clark County, the 
average jaywalking 
ticket will cost you

$198… or then again, it 
may cost you your life.

Drivers need to drive de-
fensively and be on the 
lookout for pedestrians

at all times; and in 
return, pedestrians, 
even if they are us-
ing a legal crosswalk, 
need to be alert to ap-
proaching traffic, and 
never assume that the 
driver of an approach-
ing car sees them. 

“Pedestrians” from Page 1
teenagers; and to add 
to the tragedy, Jose 
had just become a fa-
ther five days before. 

Pedestrian tragedies 
here in Las Vegas have 
become way too com-
mon.  Back in Novem-
ber of 2011, city agen-
cies, police departments 
and community leaders 
came together at UNLV 
to discuss the problem 
of pedestrian fatalities 
and to hopefully find 
some solutions.  When 
asked why we didn’t 
have lighted crosswalks, 
the answer was 1. the 
cost, and 2. that traffic 
engineers didn’t want to 
overwhelm drivers with 
too many messages; an 
absurd excuse when 
you consider all the 
flashing lights and mes-
sages along The Strip.   
It was determined, at 
that meeting, that ed-
ucation was the key.

So here are some facts 
from the law books to 
help educate drivers:

Nevada State law re-
quires drivers to act 
responsibly, to obey 
all traffic laws, and 
to avoid injury to pe-
destrians. Under Ne-
vada Revised Statutes 
484B.280 “Duties of 
driver of motor vehicle 
to pedestrian” “A driver 
of a motor vehicle shall:

1. Exercise due care 
to avoid a collision 
with a pedestrian;

2. Give an audible warn- 
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Alta  Business & Tax Service
5020. #B, Alta Drive
Las Vegas, Nevada, 
89107
702-877-0870
Abs.lv@yahoo.com 

Dan the” Tax man” has 
reopened his     “Alta 
Tax service” at 5020 # B, 
Alta drive near Decatur.   
In the west Charleston 
area of Las Vegas. Dan 
Boles a thirty-two year 
resident has decided to 
expand his tax prac-
tice to meet the needs 
of the Las Vegas com-
munity. Give us a call 
at 877-0870, the same 
old number we’ve  for 
years. We will get your 
tax problem resolved.

1. Low prices
2.All state returns
3.Forty years tax prep- 
aration experience
4.Bank products, Pay 
when refund is re-
ceived
5. Free E-file
6.Half price tax ser-
vice , if qualified
7.Phone quotes,
8.Rapid turn around
9.Small business, 1099 
and part time business 
expert
10.Multiyear & late 
filers discount, offer in 
compromises, and IRS 
negotiations
11.Walk-ins Wel-
comed
12. Appointment call 
877-0870 

Half price tax
 special

                                       

Those with a paid                       
receipt & a copy of the 
previous year’s taxes 
from any tax fran-
chise such as H& R 
block, Jackson Hewett 
or Liberty tax, will get 
their first year taxes 
done for half price.

Company description:

After selling out to Lib-
erty tax service, Dan 
Boles Has decided to 
re-open his business-
es services company.  
Moving the business to 
the old neighborhood 
of Alta /Decatur in Las 
Vegas, gives him the op-
portunity to offer easy 
access from 95 freeway 
and also easy pull up 
parking and handi-
capped access for those 
in need.  Lease space is 
also more affordable so 
take the time to drive 
down and get your taxes 
done like in old days.

Alta businesses services 
are in the business of tax 
preparation from just a 
short form as low as 
40.00 to a complicated 
business return. We 
also specialize in back 
year filing, IRS liens, 
and IRS compromises. 
The owner Dan has 
over forty years Tax, 
accounting & small 
business experience.

Problems

We will offer low 

price tax preparation, 
free-e-file-- fast turna-
round time, bank prod-
ucts, 7-10 day drop…
With the bank product 
the bank charges $30.00 
by law. I can charge my 
fees and then get paid 
when the check is issued 
by the bank. So the client 
does not have to pay me 
up front, which is not 
only more  expensive,  
but it only speeds up the 
check by about 6-7 days’

Business appraisals, pro-
bate inventory appraisal, 
these will come from 
divorce court, bank-
ruptcy, family court.

Service is normally 
under 200 not ef-
fecting their pock-
etbook long term.

Potential customers 
are those with in a ten

Most customers are go-
ing  to save about $100.00. 
We make money by 
filing tax returns, giv-
ing tax advice, giving 
small business ad-
vice, & doing small 
business appraisals…

mile radius who make 
under 100,000 , mar-
ried, single, head of 
household, divorced…
earned in comes 

A  customer coming 
for the first year and 
can take advantage of 
my half price service 
in which I only charge 
50% of what h& r, Lib-
erty or Jackson-Hewett 
charged the years be-
fore, must have copy of 
return & paid receipt. 
Also any of my past 
clients get half off the 
first year. Must show 
receipt… credit…

For Advertisement 
Rates Call

702.625.2303
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Set in the oil-rich, frozen tundra of Alaska, the 
breathtaking visuals of “The Grey” take moviegoers 
from a realistic airborne misadventure to a survival-
of-the-fittest psychological battle with the gray wolf.

It’s the psychological aspect that Utah-based 
actor Michael Solarez feels separates regu-
lar acting from actually becoming the char-
acter. “What I do is I take a psychological ap-
proach. I’ll get into the character’s head that 
way and create my own back story,” Solarez said.

The psychological agenda is funneled through 
John Ottway (Liam Neeson) who is an emotion-
ally despondent oil drilling rig employee. Un-
like his fellow pipe-feeding roughnecks, Ottway 
has a totally different job — wolf sniper. While 
crews search for liquid gold, Ottway watches 
through the rifle’s crosshairs, looking for any 
instance where the wild attacks for survival.

The establishing prologue shows how Ottway is 
torn between his job and wife, and the guilt of liv-
ing his own life. Although sworn to protect the men 
deemed unfit for mainstream society, an early scene 
depicts Ottway including himself in that roster by 
putting the business end of the rifle into his mouth.

Mentally isolated and physically alone, Ottway 
boards the headed-for-home transport plane 
Talget (Dermot Mulroney), Diaz (Frank Gril-

much time is spent one on one with the animal. One 
of the things I’ve noticed on sets is that the trainer is 
the only one who interacts with or touches the animal.”

During a brief reprieve from the wolves lurk-
ing the camp’s perimeter, the men lower their 
tough exteriors in a self-realizing exchange of 
memories. Ottway tells of his father’s sole weak-
ness: poetry. He recites a poem written by his 
father that becomes his mantra: “Once more into 
the fray. Into the last good fight I’ll ever know. 
Live and die on this day. Live and die on this day.”

lo), with roughnecks Flannery (Joe Anderson); 
Hendrick (Dallas Roberts), Burke (Nonso Anozie), 
Lewenden (James Badge Dale), and Hernandez 
(Ben Bray). Clocked out from a fatiguing five-
week shift, the men are ready for some R & R.

After several minutes of very rough air turbu-
lence, the aircraft partially disassembles in mid-air 
and crashes — dropping Ottway several hundred 
yards from the actual crash site. When Ottway’s 
mind and body realize he’s no longer dreaming 
about his wife (Anne Openshaw) from an aisle 
seat, he wakes to a face full of ice-biting cold.

Ottway takes a personnel and resources inventory, 
and then focuses on the badly injured Hernandez. 
In one of the most authentic and impassioned 
life truly matters moments, he asks Hernandez, 

“Who do you love?” and encourages him to just let 
death wash over his soul. In a trice, this peaceful 
scene sets the stage for the violence yet to come.

That violence would come in the form of a pack of 
hungry wolves that see the survivors as food and a 
threat. With nightfall approaching, the survivors 
build a fire for warmth and protection from the 
wolves. As a wolf expert, Ottway knows that the 
wolves are a more severe threat than the cold.

Before abandoning the crash site in search of 
safety, Ottway suggests retrieving wallets from 
the deceased with the intention of returning 
them to their respective families. This action, 
which continues as each survivor meets death by 
wolf, resembles the use of dog tags in wartime.

The wolves — a combination of trained animals 
and animatronics (puppets) — keep the fear aspect 
alive. Working with animals can be difficult for 
actors who are only used to feeding off the emo-
tions of other humans to develop their character.

Solarez explains: “I think a lot depends on how

Entertainment
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Matinee Mark

By Mark Pittman
The Guardian Express

The Grey
Rating: R
Runtime: 1 hr. 57 min.
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Saturday, February 25, 
2pm
Tickets: $10 in ad-
vance, $15 on event 
day.
Charleston Heights 
Arts Center Theatre, 
800 S. Brush St., (702) 
229-6383.

“Business” from Page 4
and a few are even allowed by me to function in this way. While your em-
ployees work for you they also have a certain amount of power over you. 
You need them to get their job done so that things function properly. Yes you 
can fire employees but this tends to not be very productive most of the time. 
I find it is far better to hire properly and then motivate your employees to 
perform at levels you don’t even expect. This can be accomplished but not 
if you think you’re going to be the lord of the manor in the handling of your 
staff. At times this means that your will be relying on individuals that are 
better at their job then you are. Do you want to lose this type of employee? 
I don’t. This type of employee can make the business more effective. My role 
as business owner is to facilate the success of the business. I have to listen 
to my staff and a consider everything that they are communicating to me 
and evaluate their input to see if that information can assist the company.

I find that I am my toughest boss, and as for most of the successful busi-
ness people I know this is true for them also.  I start work before my 
staff and I usually am finishing my work load well after everyone has 
gone home. I take home work on a regular basis. Because my businesses 
are like my children I worry about them and I think about them in the 
same manner. Also remember if you have employees or contractors 
that work for you they are looking for you to lead by example. They are 
trusting you and unless you don’t care about the people around you, you 
had better take this responsibility and trust very seriously. I answer to 
every one of my employees. The trust that they place in the company 
(ME) is a very special thing. I report to them on a regular basis on the 
overall success of the business. I report to my management team on how 
I am doing my job and I expect them to hold my feet to the fire if I am 
slacking. If what you are looking for is to not have to answer to anyone 
and be held accountable move to a deserted island don’t start a business.

Feb 23 - Feb 29, 2012

Tuck & Patti in Concert

You are either a fan, or you haven’t heard them 
yet! From their beautifully composed originals to 
rearrangements of hits from the worlds of rock, soul, 
jazz and modern pop, husband and wife duet Tuck 
Andress and Patti Cathcart have the ability to wow 
audiences in everything they do. Andress’ guitar 
playing is amazing. Complimented with 
Cathcart’s.Tuck and Patti are able to fill 
any room with inspiring sound. (702) 229-6383
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Killing Me Softly
By DiMarkco Chandler

The Guardian Express

Good news seldom seems interesting to most 
people. Oh, but bad news like the Kennedy As-
sassination or the impeachment of President Bill 
Clinton, the sudden death of Whitney Houston, 
well it has a way of attracting a large audience. 
Why, I don’t know exactly, but I sure am attracted 
to reading it. However, when it comes down to 
writing about bad news, I’d much rather write 
about good news. The birth of my three children, 
that was good news, and certainly, I could write 
with a fervent passion about that sunny spring 
day when my eleven-year-old son Esraiel, hit his 
first home run for his Chatsworth little league 
team. Maybe that’s because I believe the best per-
suasive writing comes from personal experience 
and bad experience is something I would much 
rather do without. Nevertheless, sometimes bad 
news simply cannot be avoided. When that time 
comes, it is perhaps better to write about a disturb-
ing or depressing moment that was the result of 
bad news than to keep it buried within the inner 
confines of your soul. Years ago, I was given some 
bad news that has had significant consequences 
on my entire life. It was communicated to me by 
way of a doctor’s carefully worded prognosis, yet 
it shattered the dreams, aspirations and plans 
that I had held for Christian, my six month old 
son, since his birth. In just two brief minutes, I 
went from a proud father to an emotional noodle.

As I turned the corner heading home from my 
Hebrew class at the King’s Seminary, I can still 
remember the language Dr. Keith Utley used while 
speaking with me on my cell phone. Two words 
stood out more than any of the others: “permanent”  
and “damage.” You know, for some reason, doctors 
have a way of being vague or abstract at a time when 
we most need them to be concrete and specific. So 
before I let Dr. Utley take me down that road of 
confusion I popped the all-inclusive  question. “Is 
it permanent?”  I interjected. “Is the damage to my 
son’s brain permanent?” I just had to know!  All 
those technical terms that doctors believe are nec-
essary in their communication with non-doctors 
for describing a person’s ailing condition were for 
me, the last things I wanted to hear. I just wanted 
to know that my worst fears had simply been

unwarranted; but his affirmations, his words, 
his verification made me realize in a mo-
ment that the honeymoon was over. I’d like to 
say that it was like lightning, but it was much 
worse. It couldn’t be true, but it was …or was it?

Now I hung on to every word Dr. Utley said, trying 
to find, trying to locate something in his words, in 
his tone that would suggest that my son’s condi-
tion was not as bad as it appeared. I was silently 
hoping that he would shine a ray of hope, and if 
not a ray, perhaps a glimmer. However, he con-
tinued to communicate more bad news. Using his 
son as an example, Dr. Utley told me that he had 
experienced the same pain that I was now going 
through. He began to tell me about stages of my 
dilemma. Dr. Utley suggested that I would go 
through four stages of grief before I would finally 
accept my circumstance. While he was yet speaking, 
I realized, my dream had turned into a full-scale 
nightmare. He told me that most parents would 
not be able to handle such bad news this early in 
their child’s life. I thought how could he think or 
believe that my wife and I were so different. He 
had underestimated our strengths because no one 
who loved their child as much as we loved our son 
could be ready for such news at any stage of their 
child’s life. It’s hard to put it in words or convey 
vividly what this moment in time felt like. Perhaps 
it could best be captured in a song. Even if this song 
is unfamiliar, its title speaks volumes in expressing 
this moment of utter grief. Killing me softly are the 
words of this song: Killing me softly with his words.

For me it was a moment suspended in time, a 
time suspended in a moment. Before those two 
minutes, I was a happy and proud father. Now I 
am a mess of a man because my son won’t even 
be a shadow of what I had hoped and wanted 
for him. I once dreamed of him being a baseball 
star now I don’t even know if he will ever even 
understand the game. It isn’t fair. He is so inno-
cent to all of this, not knowing the pain; but then, 
perhaps it is better that he never know the pain.

In one moment, it seemed as though my world 
and the future of my family had been unchange-
ably altered. The grief was not only ineffable it was 
unbearable. But as I kept listening, numb from the

overwhelming shock of it all, I heard Dr. Utley say 
something that had a consoling affect on my spirit. 
I listened as he compared his other three children’s 
happiness with his autistic son’s happiness.  Dr. Ut-
ley said he (his autistic son) was definitely happier.

I have not had much time to reflect on these 
words but perhaps if I were to consider them 
I would find some peace in knowing that he 
might be happier than the rest of us and after all, 
is not his happiness central to my love for him.

“The People’s Business”
 AM Radio Apprentice Contest:

 Win a chance to host your own radio show. 
Interested applicants please respond to: 

 contest@guardianlv.com

Feb 23 - Feb 29, 2012
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Elasticity…
By Jo Rooks

The Guardian Express

Elasticity is the prop-
erty of a substance that 
enables it to change 
its length, volume, or 
shape in direct response 
to a force effecting such 
a change and to recover 
its original form upon 
the removal of the force.

I was thinking the other 
day about what mes-
sage I would tell my 
children about Life and 
what instantly came to 
mind was, “Take care 
of your skin and stay 
at or get to a healthy 
weight while you are 
young because if you 
wait until later in life 
you will have less skin 
elasticity resulting in 
wrinkles and sagginess”.  
I know I am supposed 
to tell them to stop and 
smell the roses, to let 
their inner beauty shine 
through and our inner 
self is what is important.  

I grew up during the sun 
worshipping era.  I ab-
solutely loved to suntan, 
thought I looked health-
ier with a dark tan and 
spent a large amount of 
time in the sun. I did 
all the tricks to get a 
good tan.  You know, 
the baby oil tanning, 
the iodine and baby oil 
tanning, the laying on 
reflective mat with baby 
oil and iodine tanning.  
And then came tanning 
beds.  I loved tanning 

beds.  I was “blessed” as 
my skin tanned easily.  

And then I entered 
the decade of my 40’s.

I realize now that all 
that tanning has played 
havoc on my skin. I 
now attempt to get rid 
of brown spots, rough 
skin, leathery skin, 
wrinkles, the list goes 
on. I tried to go with 
the concept that my in-
ner beauty would shine 
through and that is all 
that matters!  That inner 
beauty shouldn’t have 
to squeeze out through 
the wrinkles! Think 
of a beautiful picture 
on a smooth canvas.  
Now think of the same 
beautiful picture on a 
wrinkled piece of paper.  
Both pictures have the 
same beauty but which 
one is going to be easier 
to experience and enjoy?  

I grew up in a farm 
household. My mother 
fed us to make us feel 
better. I remember com-
ing home with a cold 
and she would say, “You 
are sick, eat something.”  
Later in my adult life I 
used food to overcome 
boredom and stress.   
Even when I knew 
enough not to use food 
in these ways I still did. 
Needless to say I put on 
weight. I was a yo-yoer. 

There I was, still in 
my 40’s and I got tired

of being a yo-yoer and 
finally, through drastic 
measures, lost weight.    
After losing the weight, 
feeling light as a feather, 
I looked in the mirror at 
my naked self and oh 
my gosh!  The HOR-
ROR!  There it was:

Evil.

You know I never really 
gave the concept “evil” 
much acknowledg-
ment until I saw saggy 
skin.  To me, that was 
evil defined!  My thighs 
were much smaller but 
there it was…the saggy 
skin.  My breasts were 
smaller (not necessarily 
making me that happy) 
but they too were saggy.  
I had lost a lot of weight 
numerous times in the 
past but my skin had al-
ways sprung back into 
shape.  WHAT HAD 
HAPPENED?   I was 
told that it was the “mis-
fortune of losing a large 
amount of weight later 
in life” or as I have de-
fined it, “evil.”  It is kind 
of one of those “rain on 
the parade” moments.   
And even though on 
a deeper level I knew 
it was the inner being 
that was important, it 
still sucked to look in 
the mirror and see that 
wrinkled paper rather 
than a smooth canvas.

I didn’t know, when 
I was younger, that 
skin lost its elasticity!

No one ever told me 
this! When I was put-
ting eye makeup on 
the other morning 
and pulled my lid out 
to apply eye-liner, the 
skin didn’t spring back. 
When I looked in the 
mirror and noticed the 
corners of my mouth 
turned down a bit I 
wondered, “Why am 
I frowning?” and then 
realized I wasn’t!  It was 
evil again:  saggy skin. 
Why hadn’t I listened 
to my health teacher 
in high school when 
she told us to do facial 
exercises by over-exag-
gerating saying the vow-
els in order to exercise 
the muscles and skin? I 
could have spent the last 
25 years saying, “A, E, I, 
O, U and sometimes Y” 
at least 10 times a day!  

Let’s look at Life as 
well. It seems at times 
we go through so many

not.  Our eternal self hu- 
mors us in this lifetime 
as our physical being 
changes its length, vol-
ume, or shape in direct 
response to a force ef-
fecting such a change 
and when we are done 
with this life our eter-
nal self is able to re-
cover its original form 
upon the removal of the 
force. Our  true beauty 
never loses elasticity or 
the ability to recover 
our original being, no 
matter what happens 
in our lives, once the 
effecting force is re-
moved.  That’s the elas-
ticity message I want my 
children to remember!

situations that we fi-
nally lose our elastic-
ity; we can’t get back on 
track anymore. We are 
defeated.  We feel we 
can’t return to our orig-
inal state even after the 
effecting force is gone. 
We might become bit-
ter, angry, depressed, 
hateful or listless. 

Do we need to lose our 
elasticity?   We can go 
through this life in 
many different states 
of physical appear-
ance and awareness 
and on the physical 
level we may eventu-
ally lose elasticity, how-
ever, our true self, does
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Classifieds

Make $50 a day, all day, 
every day for 10 minutes 
of work! So simple anyone 
can do it, send a five dollar 
bill with a self-addressed 
Stamped envelope to 
jitchaku@gmail.com

GE
PO Box 144
9775 S Maryland Park-
way S# F
Las Vegas Nv 89183

Please allow 5 days for 
information packet

Antiques/Hobbies

Business Directory

Consumer Electronics

Sales & Auctions

Sports & Recreations

Vehicles

Miscellaneous

Real Estate

Pets & Supplies

Home/Garden

Employment

Education

BUYING STAMP COLLECTIONS 
Gambling Books, Chips, Old Gambling 

Collectibles. Call 702-210-1125 

$2,000.00 WEEKLY! No Bull. 
Easy Money. Mailing Info-Paks. 
Processors Wanted. Guaranteed. 

No Experience required. Start 
Now. Register Today. 

702-216-2930  

LEASED: LISTING agent: Dianne 
Lewis, Call 702-566-58271  

CENT DRAGON HOTEL $360/
mo. $99/wk. $25/day Free cable! 

117N9thSt. 384-1908 or 689-1516 

STRIP CONDO with spectacular 
view: Listing agent: Dianne Lewis, 

Call 702-566-5827
Las Vegas: 1BR, 3700 s las vegas 
bl, Las Vegas, NV. Agent: Diann 
Tonnesen of Prudential Ameri-

cana Coronado Center 
(702)596-7821

VACANT LAND in Las Vegas: 
$59,900, Madge lane, Las Vegas, 
NV. Agent: Vicente Delgadillo of 

7025608404  
80 ACRES RURAL LAND Lin-

coln County NV. Sale or trade for 
home in Las Vegas, St. George or ? 

Call 702-541-0204   

40 MILES from Hoover Dam! 
Minimum 1 acre sites. $1,000 

down, $350 per Month. No credit 
check! Call Tim at 

1-877-355-6801 

SE SENIOR Park No Pets. All 
Singles. Clean Park. Priced to Sell. 

Low Rent. 702-457-5459 
NW BUFFALO/CHEYENNE 

$145K 4bd 3ba 3Car 1Sty POOL 
Spa 2307sf Big Lot Granite 

Kitchen & Bath Chad ASF 702-
772-6883 

SM 1BD $450. Reg. 1Bd $475. Lge 
1Bd $500.UTILITIES INCL’D. 

$100/ Dep. Fenced yrd. 1340 W. 
Hassel. MLK & LakeMead, NLV. 

702-586-8327 
RENTALS FROM $475/mo. New 

Paint, Carpet & More. Very Clean. 
Sec 8 ok. 775-727-7450  

NW, $99,900 1 Story 4 lg bdrs, 
2ba, 3car, 1931 sf 702-806-0234 
anytime 24/7 www.ElizabethOl-

livier.com 
FREE RENT for Feb, $99 

for Mar Family Community, 
Pool, Spa, 1bd, 2bd, 3bd from 
$599 Bonanza Village MHC 

Stewart/Pecos 
*702-491-6098 

MOVING SALE 3737 E. Desert 
Inn Rd. Sat 2/18 & Sun 2/19, 8am-

3pm Furn, housewares, crystal 
collectables & Much More!  

PERSONAL LOANS up to $2,500! 
98% approval rate! Must have 
checking or savings account to 
qualify. Cash within 24hrs. Call 

1-800-607-2890.   
PREGNANT? HAVING financial 

difficulties? We can help. We 
provide relocation and financial 

assistance. 
POWER MOBILITY Chair 

Pronto Good Condition Powerful 
$840 702-286-1957 

PREVENT BED Sores Rotatating 
Air Bed $1000 OBO Toilet Chair 
$15.00 Bath Chair $10.00 Large 

pull ups $5.00 pkg. 702-769-5495  

JAZZY SELECT ELITE Power 
chair, high speed. Like new. New 
battery. Only used inside twice. 

$1200 obo. 702-427-6836  
DIRECTV $29.99/MO $0 Start 
Costs! FREE HBO CINEMAX 

SHOWTIME STARZ! FREE HD/
DVR! Free Installation! We’re “Lo-

cal” Installers! 800-230-6256 

AT&T U-VERSE for $29.99/
MO! Bundle & Save Internet/
Phone/TV and get up to $300/

Back! (Select Plans) Limited Offer 
1-877-248-2388 

DISH NETWORK $19.99/mo 
Free HBO/ShowTime/Cinemax/

Starz/Blockbuster! Free HD-DVR! 
Free Installation! Call Now! Ends 

Soon! 800-732-0574  
WE BUY JUNK CARS WITH 

TITLE, Working Or Not, Top Any 
competitor’s price $400 - $3500 & 

UP 702-689-0446 

BURIAL PLOT in Palm mortuary 
, Green Valley. Appraised at $6200 

asking $3700. 702-689-8924 

POSTAGE COMMON U.S. 
POSTAGE for sale at 25% off, any 

quantity. 727-5750, 
ronnieg@ezax.net 

Get your Business listed in “The Guardian Express,” a Local Las 
Vegas Based Newspaper! 

Aimed at Helping Local Businesses and Artists reach a Vast Network of over 
20,000 Las Vegans Weekly!

$35.00 Full Colored image ad for one Week, Reaching 20,000+
$35.00 Black and White text ad for the Entire Month!
Exclusive Radio Advertising only $1,000 for the Year! cant beat this 
price, $699.00 for 6Months

Call DiMarkco at 702.772.1082 / chandler@guardianlv.com 

  We are in most 7-Elevens and are Distributed to more than 20,000 Homes

THE METHODIST Church is 
accepting rummage. Leave at 

church on Mondays only, 8-11am. 
For large working items to be 

picked up Mon-Thur 9-Noon, call 
727-676 

WANTING TO BUY Quality 
power tools, Walkie-Talkie’s Ham 

Radios, Cell Phones. Digital 
Cameras & Jewelry. Some things 

of value! Top $ Paid 296-8862   
WANT GUNS antique to modern, 
military relics, all eras, gun parts 

& access. 760-872-9077. 
I PAY CASH Old 1970’s Home 
Stereo Equip. Marantz, Pioneer, 

Sansui, Yamaha, Etc. 
702-696-8332 

NEW &AMP; RECONDI-
TIONED Golf Carts. Parts, 

Service &amp; Repair. Largest 
Inventory! BAHNNA Golf Carts 

702-438-6387  
3 WHEEL Trikke Bike 8 Excellent 

Condition w/Extras $300 OBO 
702-286-1957 

EXERCISE BIKE almost new $60 
433-7868 

E-Z-GO FREEDOM GOLF CART 
W/CHARGER 6Mo Old Batteries. 

Xlnt Cond. $3000 451-7238 

MOBILE MECHANIC Needs 
Work, 18 yrs exp. Quick &amp; 

Reliable. Japanese &amp; Domes-
tic. For Estimates 
Call Ed 234-8059 

AFFORDABLE MOBILE AUTO 
REPAIRS water pumps, timing 

belts, alternators, radiators start-
ers. ALL WORK GUARNT’D 

CALL US FIRST 702-682-3101 

J.C. TREE SERVICE Trim, 
Removal, Palm Trees Clean ups, 
Stump Grinding, Desrt Lndscp 

Free Est 465-9145 
SONNY’S MR. TREE Lic # 

2000147-511 All phases of tree 
work Specializing in removal & 
tump grind. Selective Trim & 

Pruning since ‘62. 401-627 
MERCEDES ML500 ‘04 black, 1 
owner, xlnt cond! 3rd row seats, 

fully loaded, $10,500 
Call 702-778-2580 

LIBERTY ‘07 4X4 SPORT 24,000 
MILES, DRIVEN BY 1 OWNER, 

NO SMOKING. THIS JEEP IS 
EXCELLENT IN EVERY WAY 

-$14,500 - 702-568-0810 

CHEVROLET TAHOE LS ‘03 V8 
5.3 Auto Rear A/C 81,000 Miles 
Excellent Condition Clean Car 
Fax $9700 OBO 702-241-3784 

KIA SPORTAGE ‘02 ONLY 68K 
MILES! AUTO SALES 2025 S 
DECATUR 305-0555 $5,985 

 

* LOOKING FOR SALES REPS 
* With Experience Commission 
Only { 20% On The Close } * For 

Info Call 775-751-9709 * 
FT/PT DRIVER-REEFER-MIN. 
30 yrs. old, 10 yrs. exp. + 1 mill. 

mi. Out 5-6 days, over 50 urged to 
apply. Steve @ 775-513-7630. 

GREAT PAY, Start Today! Out 
of high school? 18-24 guys and 

girls needed. Paid Training, travel 
and lodging. $500 signing bonus. 

877-646-5050 
WANT TO BECOME A G1 OR 

G2 SMOG TECHNICIAN & earn 
a great income? If so, classes avail. 

for you. David 306-4180  

THINK SPRING!!! Get Your Pool 
Cleaned Now! Off Season Rates 

772-2821

HERNANDEZ LAWN Main-
tenance & Landscaping - lawn 

removal, decor rock, tree/shrub/
palm trimming. FREE EST. 

379-9855 

PROFESSIONAL POOL Service 
& Repair. All repairs, free est, all 

areas, 12 yrs experience
 702-806-1294 

POOLS, SPAS, Jacuzzi, Waterfalls, 
Maint, repairs, acid wash, tile 

cleaning, filters, motor repairs, 
Senior Disc,ValleyWide 822-6000 
MAINTENANCE &AMP; Repair 

desert lscp, yard clean ups, tree 
trimming, sprinkler repair, flat 
stone patios, pavers install & 

more. 702-722-7828
 CABINETS &AMP; Counter 

Tops closets, Kitchen & Bath, Free 
Estimates * 702-233-9322 *  

CABINETS &AMP; Counter 
Tops closets, Kitchen & Bath, Free 

Estimates * 702-233-9322 *  

GERMAN SHORTHAIR PUPS 
Beautiful $500 each Call 363-1529 

GERMAN SHORTHAIR PUPS 
Beautiful $500 each Call 363-1529 

SHEEP DOG TERRIER 8wks old, 
All shots, Male & Female $300 

Call 702-523-9632  
DOUBLE DOODLES (Sought 

after labradoodle/goldendoodle 
cross) $900 Puppies ready for 

delivery after 3/10/12. Jennifer: 
702-824-5743 

YORKIE PUPPIES Toy &amp; 
Teacup sizes M/F Papers, Shots & 
chipped $500-$850 call/text Don 

702-666-5499 

ALL AREAS 1-2-3 BEDROOMS 
All Appliances East & West 

Locations $350/Mo. &amp; Up. 
737-0468 Oasis Realty 

HEND WARM Springs/Stephanie, 
2bd 2ba, all appl, 2nd flr. Xlnt 
cond. $785 mo. 702-303-1596 

NW SWEET DEAL!! Crl Palms 
2Bdrm/2Bth : Granite counter-

tops,Washer/Dryer, Security 
Alarm system $670 /MONTH + 
Deposit Call Cali (702) 250-5436

CENT $199 MOVES YOU IN 
Studios & 1 Bed Apartments Call 

702-933-5009 

FURNISHED APARTMENTS
No credit check, no deposit, 

utilites included weekly or montly 
rates 10min form the strip call 
now & get $25 off on your rent

702-625-2303

SE 1BD, 1ba, large, immaculate, 
must see, near Wynn hotel, new 

carpet & tile, all appliances, lots of 
closet space, many extras, $550/

mo. 525-1747 

Precious Weddings & Sweet 15
2320 E Bonanza Rd. Las Vegas 
NV. 89101 Inside Moda Latina 
Morales transmission & Auto 

Repair 3297 Las Vegas Blvd. Ste 
#10 Las Vegas, NV. 89115

Avon By Jeanne
4440 E Tropicana Blvd. 

702-808-8562

Tienda Autlan
3285 N Las Vegas Blvd. Las Vegas, 

NV. 89115 702-632-8942

Tony’s Auto Repair
3297 N Las Vegas Blvd. # 23 & 24

702-643-1076
Davalos Auto Repair

3297 N Las Vegas Blvd 
702-643-8082

Azteca Car Audio
2404 N Las vegas Blvd  

702-649-0680

Alta Business & Tax Services
5020 Alta #B Las Vegas NV 89107

877-0870/205-9637

Blanqita’s Beauty Center
1310 E Lakemead Suite #26

702-741-4722 
Academy Of Human 

Development
235 N Eastern Suite #109 Las 

Vegas, NV 89101
702-759-0050 

LIMOTECH BEGIN a new 
future as a Chauffeur in the local 
limousine industry. Call and sign 
up today for the 15 minute FREE 

seminar to learn more. 
702-284-7107 

$$$HELP WANTED$$$ EARN 
Extra income assembling CD 

cases from Home Call our Live 
Operators NOW! 800-267-3944

GREAT PAY, Start Today! Out 
of high school? 18-24 guys and 

girls needed. Paid Training, travel 
and lodging. $500 signing bonus. 

877-646-5050 
BLUEJEAN JOB! TRAVEL! Fun 
Job Hiring 18-24 People Free to 

Travel,866-258-1778 

Vegas Business Center
1310 E Lakemead N Las 

Vegas, NV 89030
702-649-7905

LAPTOP FOR SALE DVD-
RW, Wireless internet, works 

great. Asking $240 OBO. 
510-461-3041

A+ COMPUTER Repair & 
Consulting Virus Removal, 

Networks, Websites, Tutoring 
702-540-9101 
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Feb. 16 Thru Feb. 27  @ 1560 N. Eastern Ave. corner Owens Ave.
1-877-726-6705www.ramoscircus.com

Adult Prices
$20 - General
$25 - Preferred
$30 - Box Seat

Children’s 
Prices
$10 - children 
3 to 10 yrs old.

Hours :
Mon. Thru Fri. @ 7:30pm Sat. @ 5pm, & 8pm Sun. @ 2pm, 5pm, & 7:30pm

Receive 
Two Adult 
Admissions 

for the 
price of 

one with 
this 

Coupon.
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